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Lesotho Expedition, South Africa 
 

Itinerary 

Day 1 

You are transferred early morning from Durban airport 

to Khotso Lodge.  

Upon arrival guests will be welcomed by the team. 

Guests on the early transfer from Durban will have 

time to freshen up before lunch.  

In the afternoon you meet your horses for a short 

introductory ride before returning to the lodge for 

sundowners outside the rondavels.  

A traditional ‘braai’ with a variety of meats and salads 

will be served in the evening, after which there will be 

time to relax before the adventure really begins the 

next day. 

Overnight: Khotso Lodge 

 

Please note that the itinerary is subject to change due 

to local conditions at the time of the ride, but always 

with your best interests in mind.  

Day 2 

After a hearty breakfast you drive to Bushman’s Nek 

Border Post, about a 45 minute journey. The horses 

will have already been transported and will be saddled 

and waiting for you when you arrive. 

 

Once border formalities are taken care of (you will 

need your passport to hand), you ride across the 

border into Sehlabatebe National Park.  

Soon you commence the 1,000m ascent up Bushman’s 

Nek Pass, a steady incline where you may have to 

dismount on some of the steeper sections to relieve 

the horses. Once at the top, you enjoy stunning views 

of South Africa to one side and Lesotho to the other. 

After lunch the trail continues through Sehlabathebe 

National Park, with opportunities to pick up the pace a 

little. Later you enter ‘Monument Park’, an area with 

astounding rock formations and rock pools. Leaving 

Monument Park you ascend up to the highest point of 

the trip, 3,000m above sea level, before dropping 

down to Thamatu village.  

Except for the occasional shepherd, you are unlikely to 

see any people or vehicles until you arrive in Thamatu 

village where you spend the next two nights. (6-7 

hours, c.24km) 

Overnight: Thamatu Lodge 

 

Day 3 
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This day will start by heading down to the valley and 

continuing on until you enter a gorge. Ride along the 

river, where there is the opportunity to swim (weather 

permitting), and on to caves with Bushmens’ 

paintings.  

 

After the gorge you climb to a large plateau (again 

there will be some walking with the horses). The 

plateau is an amazing place to take the horses for 

some long gallops. The trail takes you past a large 

mountain lake, which is a watering hole for a wide 

variety of rare birds. Throughout the trip you may 

encounter a variety of antelope, as well as birds of 

prey.  

You pass through a few villages where there will be 

time to stop along the way to meet the people and 

perhaps to try the local home-brew beer too. (5-6 

hours, c.20km) 

Overnight: Thamatu Lodge 

 

Day 4  

This day take you through villages and back into 

Sehlabathebe National Park. The trail continues on to 

a waterfall where those who wish can swim in the 

pool below (weather permitting). 

 

After lunch at the waterfall, you continue on for yet 

more beautiful riding through the mountains and 

valleys until you reach Sehlabatebe village and 

eventually your next lodge at Ha Semanyane. (5-6 

hours, c.22km) 

Overnight: The Project 

 

Day 5  

There is no rush today as you complete a round trip 

from The Project.  

 

There is plenty of opportunity to meet the local 

people and perhaps visit the local ‘supermarket’, 

which sells everything anyone could need for basic 

living in the area. 
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Lots of flat land between the mountains and through 

the valleys means a faster ride is on the cards today. 

Before returning to the accommodation you may stop 

at the local shebeen for a drink. (4-5 hours, c.18km) 

Overnight: The Project 

Day 6 

Another challenging ride en-route to your next 

accommodation at ‘St. Bernard’s Peak’. Following a 

river valley deep into the mountains, there will be 

sections where you need to lead the horses. As you 

leave the valley and climb high, the grasslands open 

up in front of you before reaching the Thuli Pass 

where you cross the border fence into South Africa.  

 

After lunch, rocky terrain and steep descents, with 

stunning views of South Africa stretched out in front 

of you, will mean you have to do some walking. (5-6 

hours, c.22km) 

Overnight: St. Bernard’s Peak Hotel 

 

Day 7  

A shorter, relaxing ride this morning as the trail heads 

through diverse landscape of farmland around St 

Bernard’s Peak.  

Those wishing for a relaxing day by the pool can opt 

out of the ride is they wish. The riders return to St 

Bernard’s Peak for lunch and a relaxing afternoon. (3 

hours, c.15km) 

Overnight: St. Bernard’s Peak 

 

Day 8 

The horses will be taken by trailer to the start point of 

the trail this morning and, after an early breakfast, you 

will be driven the short distance to where they are 

waiting for you.  

The trail continues through farmland along the base of 

the Berg until you climb steeply back into the 

mountains and cross into Lesotho, with stunning views 

on all sides.  
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Eventually the trail comes full circle when you stop for 

lunch, and the views lead you on back to the trail to 

Bushman’s Nek Border Post. 

You meet the vehicle at the border, and it is time to 

say goodbye to your horses and transfer back to 

Khotso Farm for the final night and a farewell dinner. 

(6-7 hours, c.30km) 

Overnight: Khotso Lodge 

 

Day 9 

Breakfast is served before you say goodbye to your 

guides.  

You will be transferred to Durban. 


